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This  curtailed  Report  is  prepared  in  accordance 
with  the  Instructions  in  Circular  2067 

One  paragraph  in  the  Circular  reads  as  follows  : 

“Suitable  arrangements  should  be  made  for 
careful  preservation  of  all  records,  including  the 
statistics  to  be  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General, 
in  order  that  after  the  termination  of  the  war  a report 
could  be  made  dealing  more  fully  with  the  period 
from  the  beginning  of  1 939  to  the  end  of  the  last 
complete  year,  giving  separate  statistics  for  each  year 
in  order  that  the  annual  records  may,  as  far  as 
practicable,  be  continuous  and  complete.” 

These  records  will  of  course  be  preserved,  but 
as  proper  office  accommodation  is  lacking,  it  seems 
prudent  to  insert  here  in  more  permanent  form  the 
various  tables  which  were  prepared  some  months  ago 
in  preparation  for  the  usual  form  of  Annual  Report. 
This  course  will  make  more  easy  the  future  task 
specified  above. 


JAMES  CRAIG, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BIDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

1939 


SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,647 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population 

(middle  of  1939)  ...  ...  ...  not  supplied 

(middle  of  1938)  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,837 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1939)  according 

to  Rate  Book  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,710 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £28,992 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...£105*5958 

Social  Conditions. 

The  year  brought  a great  improvement  in  employment. 
The  mines  were  working  full-time,  also  the  engineering  works 
and  quarries.  The  textile  factories  in  Biddulph  and  neighbour- 
ing towns  in  which  so  many  women  and  girls  work  were  also  on 
full  time.  When  war  came  many  of  the  unemployed  men  found 
work  in  the  construction  of  various  munition  factories  in  the 
neighbourhood,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  practically  the 
only  unemployed  left  on  the  Register  were  the  older  men,  55 
and  upwards,  who  from  age  and  other  causes  were  incapacitated 
for  the  heavy  labour  involved  in  these  constructions. 

Vital  Statistics. 

These  have  not  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General,  so 
the  following  figures  are  only  approximately  correct,  but  are 
added  to  enable  a rough  comparison  to  be  made  with  previous 
years. 

Births  176  ; 92  boys  and  84  girls. 

Deaths  107  ; 49  males  and  58  females  (corrected  for  Inward 
and  Outward  Transfers) 

Death  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  7. 


SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

During  the  year  an  Ambulance  was  presented  to  the  public 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  and  Mrs.  Wells. 

This  welcome  gift  was  handed  over  to  a representative 
Committee  under  whose  care  and  management  it  has  done  much 
useful  work.  No  charge  is  made  for  its  use,  in  the  expectation 
that  the  public  in  general  will  provide  the  funds  necessary  for  its 
up-keep. 


SECTION  C. 

I Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

(i)  Water. 

All  our  water  supplies  were  subjected  to  the  usual  Annual 
Analyses.  The  samples  were  examined  both  chemically  and  bac- 
teriologically.  The  results  of  chemical  analysis  were  somewhat 
surprising  as  no  previous  report  had  indicated  any  plumbo- 
solvency.  The  Council  had  an  independent  analysis  made  of  all  4 
supplies,  and  this  only  emphasised  the  original  finding,  especially 
as  regards  the  Nettiebeds  Supply.  A tender  was  accepted  for 
the  correction  of  the  deficiency  by  Magnesite  introduced  into 
the  supply  mains,  but  the  coming  of  the  war  held  up  the  fitting- 
in  of  the  necessary  apparatus,  and  the  work  has  so  far  not  been 
done. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  detailed  plans,  etc.,  of  the  proposed  Sewerage  scheme 
were  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  during  the  summer. 
This  work  is  necessarily  postponed. 

The  Mill  Hayes  Pool  was  year  by  year  becoming  more  of  a 
nuisance.  It  lies  near  the  proposed  sewage  disposal  works  of 
the  Knypersley  Scheme,  and  at  a slightly  lower  level. 

A large  culvert  was  laid  round  the  pool  to  by-pass  the 
noxious  material  which  caused  the  nuisance.  This  culvert  is 
part  of  the  sewage  dis^josal  scheme  and  has  immediately  led  to  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  local  conditions. 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING 


Houses  erected  during  1939  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year : — 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  fori 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  orv  34 
Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  80 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  | 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  J 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  1 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  > 25 

Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  J 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — Nil. 


SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Animals  Examined  during  the  Year  : — • 

Cattle,  including  Cows  and  Calves  ...  ...  287 
Sheep  and  Lambs  ...  ...  ...  ...  819 
Pigs  523 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  1939. 


Closet  Accommodation  : — 

Approved  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  1412 

Waste  Water  and  hand  flushed  Closets  ...  1 

Privies — Pail  System  ...  ...  ...  1263 

Pails  converted  to  Water  Closets  ...  ...  19 

Privies  converted  to  Water  Closets  ...  0 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  : — 

Inspections  during  the  year  ...  ...  220 

Notices  Served — Statutory  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Notices  Served — Informal  ...  ...  ...  29 


SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases 


The  notifications  received  numbered  87,  a marked  dimin- 
ution on  the  figures  recorded  for  1938  (123)  and  1937  (126.) 
This  diminution  was  entirely  due  to  the  fact  that  41  fewer  cases 
of  diphtheria  occurred.  Scarlet  fever,  35  cases,  was  at  the  same 
level  as  in  the  two  previous  years  when  31  and  34  cases  were 
recorded.  There  was  1 death  from  scarlet  fever,  but  the  great 
bulk  of  the  cases  were  slight  in  nature.  There  were  2 cases  of 
paratyphoid  one  of  which  proved  fatal.  3 Cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  were  a contrast  to  none  in  the  previous  year. 

Particulars  as  to  age,  removal  to  Hospital,  etc.,  are  given  in 
the  adjoining  table. 

There  was  still  overpressure  on  the  West  Heath  Joint 
Hospital,  and  3 cases  were  sent  to  Macclesfield,  2 diphtheria 
and  1 paratyphoid. 

In  November — December  10  cases  of  whooping  cough  were 
notified  under  the  new  regulations. 

Diphtheria. 

The  diminution  in  diphtheria  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
Immunisation  practised  in  the  preceding  year.  Only  one  case, 
a boy  of  4 1 years,  had  been  previously  immunised. 

During  1939  immunisation  was  carried  out  in  a further 
322  cases.  : 

(a)  Pre-school  children,  from  9 months  of  age  up  to  5 years  : 117 
These  were  treated  with  2 doses  of  A.P.T. 

(b)  School-children,  5 years  and  upwards  : 205. 

These  received  3 doses  of  T.A.F. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  1939 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

35 

29 

1 

Diphtheria 

19 

15 

— 

Pneumonia 

18 

— 

5 

Erysipelas 

6 

1 

. — 

Paratyphoid 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

4 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

— 

— 

Analysis  of  the  total  notified  cases  under  age-groups 


Age  Periods 

Sea 

Fe 

rlet 

/er 

Diph 

heria 

Pneu- 

monia 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Para- 

typhoid 

Whooping 

Cough 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 year 

1 

J 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

5 

4 

1 

5 

10 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

15 

3 

4 

5 

3 

20 

1 

1 

4 

5 

2 

35 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

45 

4 

3 

1 

65  and  over  ... 

19 

16 

6 

13 

2 

Totals 

35 

19 

18 

6 

4 

2 

10 

- ^ 


County  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Stafford 

Report  on  Specimens  sent  from  Biddulph 


1939 

No.  of  Swabs 
'I'hroat 
and  Nose 

Diphtheria 

Bacillus 

No 

Diphtheria 

Bacillus 

Streptococcus 

Staphylococcus 

Yeasts 

January 

14 

3 

10 

February  ... 

8 

1 

7 

March 

8 

3 

6 

April 

4 

4 

May 

7 

7 

2 

1 

June 

3 

1 

2 

1 

July 

10 

8 

1 

2 

3 

August 

4 

3 

1 

September 

5 

1 

4 

October 

5 

4 

1 

November  ... 

11 

2 

9 

December  ... 

1 

1 

Totals 

80 

11 

65 

3 

3 

6 

Sputum — 30 

' specimens 

only  1 

positive 

Blood — 2 specimeos  (B.  paretyphous  B.)  1 negative 
Faeces — 7 specimens,  all  negative. 


Tuberculosis  - new  cases  and  mortality  during  1939 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

15 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

25  

1 

1 

35  

1 

1 

45  

. 1 

55 

65  aiul  upwards 

Totals 

1 

3 

3 

5 

1 

5 

Form  124  E 

School  Notifications  of  Actual  or  Suspected  Illness,  and  Contacts 


School 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph- 

theria 

Measles 

Influ- 

enza 

Chicken 

pox 

Whoop- 

ing 

Cough 

Mumps 

Totals 

Biddulph  Central  Boys 

2 

2 

4 

,,  ,,  Girls 

,,  ,,  Infants 

1 

22 

23 

Knypersley  Mixed 

3 

2 

4 

9 

,,  Infants 

3 

29 

8 

40 

Biddulph  Moor  Mixed 

,,  ,,  Infants 

3 

3 

Biddulph  North 

19 

2 

21 

Totals 

9 

2 

2 

19 

58 

8 

2 

100 

Biddulph  Maternity  and  Welfare  Centre 

1939 


Attendance  at  Centre  (Wednesday) 

Children  under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  780 

,,  1 to  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  1056 

Total  attendances  1836 


Attendance  at  Ante-natal  Clinic  (Alternate  Tuesday  Mornings) 

First  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Total  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 


The  Ante-natal  Clinic  was  first  opened  as  a Separate 
clinic  on  the  6th  June,  1939. 

Health  Visiting. 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers ...  ...  ...  73 

,,  ,,  Children  under  1 year  ...  ...  731 

,,  ,,  ,,  1 to  5 years  ...  ...  1583 

2387 


Nurse  Whitaker 


Ante-natal  and  Welfare  Centre 

(Thursday) 


Expectant  Mothers — First  Attendances  ...  20 

Total  Attendances  ...  67 

Examined  by  Doctor  ...  67 

Children  —First  Attendances — under  1 year  ...  68 

,,  ,,  ,,  between  1 and  5 years  21 

Total  89 

Total  Attendances — ^under  1 year  777 
,,  ,,  between  1 and  5 years  929 

Total  1706 

Children  examined  by  Doctor  ...  ...  733 

Attendances  by  Health  Visitor  ...  ...  47 

Health  Visiting. 

Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Children  under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  931 

,,  ; ^ between  1 and  5 years  ...  ...  1295 

2272 


Nubse  Tuener. 


